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FAMILY MEAL CELEBRATION
Maundy Thursday Family Liturgy / April 9, 2020
Instruction: A simple dinner is prepared by the family. The table is set without the food. A bible may be
placed at the center of the table. The food is temporarily placed on a separate table. The food (rice, bread,
viand, etc.) are carried by family members to the dining table during the opening chant or song. Be sure
that every member is carrying something. The Head of the family may lead the celebration or anyone who
has the capacity to facilitate the celebration.

I.

INTRODUCTION
Leader:

As we remember the institution of the Holy Mass by Jesus during his
Last Supper with his disciples, we also remember his command to love
one another, a love that is expressed in caring and serving. Tonight, as
a family, we would like to celebrate Jesus’ love and service through the
sharing of this meal and by serving one another.
So we begin in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
Let us now start this celebration by singing the song “As we gather”. As
we sing I would like to invite each one to help carry the food to the
dining table.

II.

CALL TO WORSHIP
AS WE GATHER
As we gather may your spirit work within us
As we gather may we glorify your name
Knowing well that as our hearts begin to worship
We'll be blessed because you came
We'll be blessed because you came (Repeat)
(reference: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96wFybfgspM)

Or you can use any call to worship song you are familiar with
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III.

WELCOME
Leader:

IV.

The best dish on the table is a smiling face, let us welcome one another
in this meal with a hearty smile as our way of thanking God who never
fails to provide for our needs in spite of the crisis that the world is
facing now. (Greet one another)

OPENING PRAYER
ALL:

Let us pray. Lord we ask for your blessing as we come together as a
family to partake of these graces that we have received from you. In a
special way we also ask your blessing for all those people who are
severely affected by this crisis that we are experiencing now…
Bless especially those who have no food on their table, those who are
separated and cannot share meals with their loved ones, those who are
putting their lives in danger in order to care and serve those who are
affected by the virus so that one day they will be able to come together
and share meals with their family. All these we ask through Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

V.

Reading: (John 13:1-15)
(The reading may be divided into three parts and a family member may be assigned to
read each part.)
Family member #1:
Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
pass from this world to the Father. He loved his own in the world and
he loved them to the end.
2 The devil had already induced Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, to
hand him over. So, during supper,
3 fully aware that the Father had put everything into his power and that
he had come from God and was returning to God,
4 he rose from supper and took off his outer garments. He took a towel
and tied it around his waist.
5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’
feet and dry them with the towel around his waist.
1
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Family member #2:
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Master, are you going to
wash my feet?”
7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing, you do not
understand now, but you will understand later.”
8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him,
“Unless I wash you, you will have no inheritance with me.”
9 Simon Peter said to him, “Master, then not only my feet, but my hands
and head as well.”
10 Jesus said to him, “Whoever has bathed has no need except to have
his feet washed, for he is clean all over; so you are clean, but not all.”
6

Family member #3:
For he knew who would betray him; for this reason, he said, “Not all
of you are clean.”
12 So when he had washed their feet and put his garments back on and
reclined at table again, he said to them, “Do you realize what I have
done for you?
13 You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’ and rightly so, for indeed I am.
14 If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you
ought to wash one another’s feet.
15 I have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you
should also do.”
11

VI.

REFLECTION
Leader:

Jesus has shown to us in the Gospel how to truly love. By washing the
feet of his disciples he showed us that loving genuinely is to choose to
serve. We know that his act of service to us went to the point of even
sacrificing his life on the cross that we may be saved.
The Lord is also asking us to do what he did, “as I have done for you,
you should also do”. Let us look first within our family, among us who
are gathered here, and ask ourselves: “What am I willing to do in order
to serve my family (dad, mom, ate, kuya, bunso, lolo, lola) especially in
this time of quarantine/ lockdown?” (ex. Take care of disinfecting the
clothes of dad after he goes out to get supplies, help out mom in preparing
the food, budget personal food consumption to save family supply, etc.)
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Silence (2mins.)
Sharing: (Family members who want will be given a chance to share their reflections.)
VII.

EXHORTATION
Leader:

VIII.

When the Lord invites us to serve others just as he did, it means we
have to look beyond ourselves and even beyond our family. After
hearing beautiful things from one another, let us also ask ourselves:
“How can our family serve those who are affected by this Wuhan Virus
crisis?”

PLAN AS A FAMILY
1. Identify persons, families, institutions that need assistance. Choose one that
you can reach as a family. (ex. Health workers or poor families living in the
neighborhood)
2. Ask and talk about: “What can we do as a family?” (ex. provide protective
gears for health workers, share food with a poorer neighbor)
3. Ask and talk about: “How will we do it?” (ex. Since the family has sewing
machine they can make face masks from old clothes for the health workers or
face shields made from recycled materials, the family may designate one meal
for fasting and share the saved food to the poorer neighbor or share the family
provision from the barangay.)
4. Set dates and assign tasks for each member

IX.

PRAYERS FOR GRACES
Leader:

Let us now ask the Lord for a particular grace that we need in order to
carry out the service that we have chosen to do for our family and for
others. Please say out loud in a prayerful way a word or a phrase that
summarizes the grace that you need. For every prayer we shall pray:
LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR FAMILY
Spontaneous prayers… (ex. THE GRACE OF TEMPERANCE/ THE GRACE
OF A CARING HEART, etc.)
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X.

RITUAL
Leader:

XI.

Rejoicing in Jesus’ call to service let us ritualize this opportunity to
serve and care for our family and others as we share our meal together.
We shall do this one by one as we serve the food on the plate of the
person at our right. (The head of the family may start to be followed by
the person at his/her right and so on.)

PRAYER OF BLESSING
All:

Our Father, who provides for our needs, you who love us to the end,
thank YOU for gathering us as a family to enjoy this meal from the
abundance of your love. As we partake of your graces let us not lose
sight of families who are separated and cannot share meal together
because of this pandemic, for families who have no food on their table
to share because of the quarantine or lockdown, for people who can’t
find time to eat because they are overwhelmed by their duties to care
for the sick, to maintain public order, or to make basic services
available to all. Lord, bless them and provide for their needs. May the
food that our family share this evening nourish us and give us the
strength to continuously respond to Jesus’ command to serve. We ask
this through Jesus’, our Lord. Amen.

XII.

DINNER: SHARING OF MEAL

XIII.

THANKSGIVING PRAYER: (Spontaneous)
Leader:

XIV.

May someone lead us in thanking the Lord for the meal we have
shared as a family? (A family member may volunteer or someone may
be assigned beforehand.)

CLOSING SONG
“As We Gather” (or any other song you are familiar with)

