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VENERATION OF THE CROSS
Good Friday Family Liturgy / April 10, 2020
Materials Needed:
Simple Altar with Bible, Crucifix and Candle
Copy of Reading
Copy of Taize Chant
Cut-out of cross for each member of the family
Writing Materials / Crayola

I.

INTRODUCTION
Prayer Leader:

The Good Friday is a holy day celebrated on the Friday before
Easter. We believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for our
sins. And in many churches during this time, after the Good
Friday service, the Pahalik or Kissing of the Cross is done to
show our reverence and gratitude for the great sacrifice that
Jesus has done for us. But because of the present circumstances,
we are confined to our homes and could not have these services
in our church. That limitation, however, should not stop us from
also ritualizing this even in our homes. So in our family ritual
today, we would also like to commemorate this with gratitude
and reverence.
Today, as we commemorate the sacrifice of the Lord, the
sacrifice he made for all mankind, let us together begin our ritual
by doing the sign of love, In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit... AMEN
Let us now begin our gathering by singing this chant,
(You can recite it if you are not familiar with the chant or you can
use any other song)

CHANT

IN THE LORD, I WILL BE EVER THANKFUL
In the Lord, I will be ever thankful,
In the Lord, I will rejoice.
Look to God, do not be afraid,
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near;
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAx8gjQrsOY)

(or any other song you are familiar with)
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Prayer Leader:

II.

Jesus remains with us. His word is our strength and hope. His
word never fails and His promises are true. Let us now have a
2-minute of silence and feel God’s presence in our midst.

WORD OF GOD
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord according to St. John (John 18:3-7)
“...so Judas brought the cohort to this place together with guards
sent by the chief priests and the Pharisees, all with lanterns and
torches and weapons. Knowing everything that was to happen
to him, Jesus came forwar and said, “Who are you looking for?”
They answer, ‘Jesus the Nazarene.’ He said, ‘I am he.’ Now Judas
the traitor was standing among them. When Jesus said to them,
‘I am he,’ they moved back and fell on the ground. He asked them
a second time, ‘Who are you looking for?’ They said, ‘Jesus the
Nazarene.’
(silence …)

III.

REFLECTION
Leader:

On several occasions Jesus hinted to His disciples what would
happen to Him as His ministry drew to its close. The disciples
were so afraid after Jesus was arrested. They didn't know what
to do and where to go. This event brought hopelessness to the
disciples and to the followers of Jesus.
It is similar now to what is happening in our country and entire
world. The pandemic that we are facing at present is also
causing us fear and hopelessness. In the midst of all these, let us
listen to the voice calling us to be hopeful, God’s voice!
Let us reflect on this question:
What words or actions of hope do you think God wants our family
to hear or experience at this time? (e.i Affirming one another,
praying to together and etc.)
Silence (2 mins)
Everyone will get a piece of cut-out paper (cross) and will write
down the reflection
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IV.

RITUAL: Kissing of the Cross before offering
(By this time everyone is standing in front of the altar)
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Each member of the family will read a bible passage
Pause for a moment of silence
Proclaim in a loud voice what s/he wrote on the cross
Before offering, kiss the cross and put it on the altar
(as chant is sung)

Prayer Leader:

God is calling us to carry our own crosses, but to carry it with
hearts full of hope. Indeed, our God is the source of our strength
and courage. Let us also remember our brothers and sisters who
are serving the sick, elders and the victims of the pandemic we
are facing right now. As sign of unity, let us allow these bible
passages to comfort our hearts and to give hope in our lives.
(Assign a member of family for each bible passages)

Reader 1:

Psalm 62:5-8
“Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him.
My salvation and my honor depend on God; he is my mighty
rock, my refuge. Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out
your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.”

All:

In the Lord, I will be ever thankful,
In the Lord, I will rejoice.
Look to God, do not be afraid,
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near;
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.

Reader 2:

Matthew 11:28-30
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

All:

In the Lord, I will be ever thankful,
In the Lord, I will rejoice.
Look to God, do not be afraid,
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near;
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.
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Reader 3:

Revelation 21:1-5
“Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer
any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among people, and he
will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself
will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from
their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying
or pain, for the order of things has
passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I am
making everything new!”

All:

V.

In the Lord, I will be ever thankful,
In the Lord, I will rejoice.
Look to God, do not be afraid,
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near;
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.

CLOSING PRAYER
All:

Lord, we thank You that you are the God of the impossible. You
can do anything. We want to trust in Your will and not on ours.
Teach us to see difficulties in our lives from Your perspective.
Help us to focus on You and Your mercy. You will fight for us and
win the battles against the enemy. You have made known to us
the path of life; you will fill us with joy in your presence, with
eternal love at your hand. All these things we pray and ask to
your loving son, Jesus Christ. Amen
Glory be to the Father...
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit Amen.
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